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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.    At t or ney' s l i cense 

suspended.    

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    At t or ney Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z appeal ed f r om 

a r ef er ee' s r epor t  concl udi ng t hat  he engaged i n pr of essi onal  

mi sconduct  and r ecommendi ng t hat  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n be suspended f or  12 mont hs.   Thi s case was or i gi nal l y 

on t he December  4,  2012 or al  ar gument  cal endar .   I t  was r emoved 

f r om t he cal endar  af t er  i t  was di scover ed t hat  At t or ney Rei t z 

and t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  wer e i n agr eement  t hat  

t he r ef er ee er r oneousl y i ncl uded f act ual  f i ndi ngs i n her  r epor t  
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t hat  ar ose out  of  count s of  mi sconduct  t hat  had been pr evi ousl y 

di smi ssed by t he OLR.   The par t i es wer e di r ect ed t o f i l e a 

st i pul at i on i dent i f y i ng t he speci f i c  f i ndi ngs of  f act  i n t he 

r ef er ee' s r epor t  t hat  r el at ed t o di smi ssed count s and t hus 

shoul d not  be consi der ed by t hi s cour t  i n r eachi ng i t s f i nal  

deci s i on.   The par t i es f i l ed t hei r  st i pul at i on on December  10,  

2012,  and i dent i f i ed 47 par agr aphs i n t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  t hat  

t hey bel i eve wer e er r oneousl y  i ncl uded and shoul d not  be 

consi der ed.   The par t i es al so poi nt ed out  t hat  par agr aph t wo of  

t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  shoul d be cor r ect ed t o r ef l ect  t he f act  

t hat  At t or ney Rei t z was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 1981 r at her  

t han 2001.  

¶2 We agr ee wi t h t he par t i es t hat  t he 47 par agr aphs f r om 

t he r ef er ee' s r epor t  i dent i f i ed i n t hei r  st i pul at i on r el at ed t o 

count s t hat  wer e di smi ssed by t he OLR and t hus shoul d not  be 

consi der ed by t he cour t  i n r ender i ng i t s deci s i on.   We concl ude 

t hat  t he r ef er ee' s r emai ni ng f i ndi ngs of  f act  ar e suppor t ed by 

sat i sf act or y and convi nci ng evi dence.   We f ur t her  det er mi ne t hat  

t he appr opr i at e sanct i on t o i mpose f or  At t or ney Rei t z ' s 

mi sconduct  i s a t en- mont h suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce 

l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   I n addi t i on,  we concl ude t hat  t he f ul l  cost s 

of  t he pr oceedi ng,  whi ch ar e $6, 943. 09 as of  December  13,  2012,  

shoul d be assessed agai nst  At t or ney Rei t z.   We f ur t her  concl ude 

t hat ,  as par t  of  t he sanct i on f or  hi s mi sconduct ,  At t or ney Rei t z 

shoul d be r equi r ed t o di st r i but e al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  account s 

t o t hei r  r i ght f ul  owner s or ,  i f  t hose i ndi v i dual s cannot  be 

l ocat ed,  At t or ney Rei t z shoul d be r equi r ed t o t r ansmi t  t hose 
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f unds t o t he st at e t r easur er ' s of f i ce as uncl ai med or  

uni dent i f i abl e pr oper t y.  

¶3 At t or ney Rei t z was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 1981 and pr act i ces i n Mi l waukee.   He has been 

di sci pl i ned on t wo pr i or  occasi ons.   I n 2005,  hi s l i cense was 

suspended f or  f i ve mont hs f or  mul t i pl e count s of  f ai l ur e t o act  

wi t h r easonabl e di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a 

c l i ent ;  havi ng a c l i ent  who was not  r epr esent ed by counsel  s i gn 

a r el ease of  At t or ney Rei t z ' s par t ner ,  pr ospect i vel y l i mi t i ng 

t he par t ner ' s l i abi l i t y  f or  mal pr act i ce;  knowi ngl y assi st i ng 

anot her  at t or ney i n v i ol at i ng t he r ul es of  pr of essi onal  conduct ;  

t wo count s of  f ai l ur e t o keep a c l i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med about  

t he st at us of  a mat t er  and f ai l ur e t o compl y wi t h r easonabl e 

r equest s f or  i nf or mat i on;  engagi ng i n conduct  i nvol v i ng 

di shonest y,  decei t ,  f r aud,  or  mi sr epr esent at i on;  f ai l ur e t o 

expl ai n a mat t er  t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y necessar y t o per mi t  a 

c l i ent  t o make i nf or med deci s i ons r egar di ng t he r epr esent at i on;  

and f ai l ur e t o t ake st eps r easonabl y pr act i cabl e t o pr ot ect  a 

c l i ent ' s i nt er est s upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on.   I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Rei t z,  2005 WI  39,  279 

Wi s.  2d 550,  694 N. W. 2d 894.  

¶4 I n 2009,  At t or ney Rei t z ' s l i cense was suspended f or  90 

days based on a f i ndi ng t hat  he had engaged i n 15 count s of  

mi sconduct  wi t h r egar d t o 15 separ at e c l i ent s.   Al l  of  t he 

count s i nvol ved At t or ney Rei t z ' s f ai l ur e t o gi ve a chi r opr act or  

wr i t t en not i ce t hat  set t l ement  pr oceeds had been r ecei ved i n 

sever al  cases and by f ai l i ng t o pr ompt l y del i ver  t o t he 
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chi r opr act or  t he amount  he was ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve i n accor dance 

wi t h document s s i gned by bot h t he c l i ent s and At t or ney Rei t z ' s 

l aw f i r m ent i t l i ng t he chi r opr act or  t o payment  out  of  set t l ement  

pr oceeds.   I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Rei t z,  2009 WI  

90,  320 Wi s.  2d 460,  769 N. W. 2d 566.  

¶5 On June 28,  2010,  t he OLR f i l ed a compl ai nt  agai nst  

At t or ney Rei t z al l egi ng mul t i pl e count s of  mi sconduct .   An 

amended compl ai nt  was f i l ed on Sept ember  1,  2010.   The amended 

compl ai nt  al l eged 30 count s of  mi sconduct .   A separ at e compl ai nt  

al l egi ng f i ve count s of  mi sconduct  was f i l ed on August  2,  2011.   

The t wo cases wer e consol i dat ed and Ki m M.  Pet er son was 

appoi nt ed r ef er ee.  

¶6 On Mar ch 30,  2012,  t he par t i es f i l ed a st i pul at i on 

wher eby At t or ney Rei t z pl ed no cont est  t o al l  f i ve count s 

al l eged i n t he August  2,  2011 compl ai nt .   He al so pl ed no 

cont est  t o 17 count s al l eged i n t he Sept ember  1,  2010 amended 

compl ai nt .   The OLR agr eed t o di smi ss t he r emai ni ng 13 count s i n 

t he amended compl ai nt .   The st i pul at i on pr ovi ded,  " Rei t z agr ees 

t hat  t he r ef er ee may use t he al l egat i ons of  t he 

[ c] ompl ai nt  .  .  .  and t he [ a] mended [ c] ompl ai nt  .  .  .  as an 

adequat e f act ual  basi s i n t he r ecor d f or  a det er mi nat i on of  

mi sconduct  as t o each mi sconduct  count  t o whi ch Rei t z has pl ed 

no cont est . "  

¶7 The st i pul at i on al so pr ovi ded t hat  t he OLR di r ect or  

and At t or ney Rei t z agr eed t hat  t he appr opr i at e l evel  of  

di sci pl i ne t o i mpose f or  At t or ney Rei t z ' s mi sconduct  i n t he t wo 

cases was a t en- mont h suspensi on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw 
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i n Wi sconsi n.   The OLR di r ect or  and At t or ney Rei t z al so agr eed 

t hat  an appr opr i at e condi t i on of  di sci pl i ne was t hat  At t or ney 

Rei t z be r equi r ed,  pr i or  t o pet i t i oni ng f or  r ei nst at ement ,  t o 

pr ovi de t he OLR wi t h document at i on t hat  al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  

account  have been di st r i but ed t o t he r i ght f ul  owner s or ,  i f  

t hose i ndi v i dual s cannot  be l ocat ed,  t hat  t he f unds be escheat ed 

t o t he st at e t r easur er ' s of f i ce as uncl ai med or  uni dent i f i abl e 

pr oper t y.   The par t i es j oi nt l y r equest ed t he r ef er ee t o f i l e a 

r epor t  f i ndi ng f act s based on At t or ney Rei t z ' s no cont est  pl eas,  

and t he par t i es r equest ed t he r ef er ee t o r ecommend t hat  At t or ney 

Rei t z ' s l i cense be suspended f or  t en mont hs.  

¶8 Al l  f i ve count s of  mi sconduct  al l eged i n t he August  

2011 compl ai nt  ar ose out  of  At t or ney Rei t z ' s r epr esent at i on of  

J. B.  and/ or  P. B.   I n Jul y 2007 J. B.  and P. B.  hi r ed At t or ney 

Rei t z t o r epr esent  J. B.  i n a per sonal  i nj ur y case ar i s i ng out  of  

a mot or cycl e acci dent  t hat  occur r ed i n I l l i noi s.   I n Jul y 2009 

t hi s cour t  or der ed At t or ney Rei t z ' s l i cense suspended f or  90 

days ef f ect i ve Sept ember  14,  2009.   By l et t er  dat ed August  4,  

2009,  t he OLR r emi nded At t or ney Rei t z of  hi s obl i gat i ons under  

SCR 22. 26 st emmi ng f r om hi s suspensi on,  r equi r i ng hi m t o not i f y  

al l  c l i ent s i n pendi ng mat t er s bot h of  t he suspensi on and of  hi s  

i nabi l i t y  t o act  as t hei r  at t or ney af t er  Sept ember  14,  2009.   

At t or ney Rei t z di d not  not i f y ei t her  J. B.  or  P. B.  t hat  hi s 

l i cense was suspended.  

¶9 On August  28,  2009,  At t or ney Rei t z wr ot e t o J. B.  

aski ng hi s consent  t o have At t or ney James E.  Par r ot  " assi st  us"  

wi t h t he case.   The l et t er  di d not  ment i on At t or ney Rei t z ' s 
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upcomi ng suspensi on.   At t or ney Rei t z dr af t ed a document  t i t l ed 

" Cl i ent  Consent  t o Empl oyment  of  Anot her  Lawyer , "  whi ch was 

si gned by J. B.  on August  31,  2009.   The agr eement  r ef er r ed t o 

t he Rei t z l aw f i r m' s r ol e as " co- counsel "  wi t h At t or ney Par r ot  

and sai d Rei t z ' s f i r m " wi l l  r et ai n r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  t he 

per f or mance of  l egal  ser vi ces"  and " wi l l  shar e evenl y wi t h 

[ A] t t or ney James E.  Par r ot  i n t he at t or ney' s cont i ngency f ee. "   

On Sept ember  15,  2009,  a day af t er  At t or ney Rei t z ' s l i cense 

suspensi on began,  At t or ney Rei t z sent  J. B. ' s f i l e t o At t or ney 

Par r ot .  

¶10 On Oct ober  9,  2009,  t he OLR r ecei ved an af f i davi t  f r om 

At t or ney Rei t z i n whi ch he sai d he had not i f i ed,  by cer t i f i ed 

mai l ,  al l  of  hi s c l i ent s i n pendi ng mat t er s.   The l i s t  of  

c l i ent s di d not  i ncl ude ei t her  J. B.  or  P. B.   On December  15,  

2009,  t he OLR r ecei ved a second af f i davi t  f r om At t or ney Rei t z i n 

connect i on wi t h hi s r ei nst at ement  r equest .   I n t hat  af f i davi t  

At t or ney Rei t z sai d he had compl i ed wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  

SCR 22. 26 f ol l owi ng t he suspensi on of  hi s  l i cense.   He 

acknowl edged t hat  not i ce had i nadver t ent l y not  been sent  t o J. B.  

¶11 I n ear l y 2008,  P. B.  spoke t o At t or ney Rei t z about  a 

medi cal  mal pr act i ce c l ai m ar i s i ng f r om possi bl e r adi al  ner ve 

damage she suf f er ed on Januar y 22,  2002.   On Januar y 22,  2003,  

P. B.  f i l ed an act i on agai nst  a hospi t al  i n I l l i noi s.   She was 

or i gi nal l y r epr esent ed i n t hat  case by At t or ney Mi chael  Lavel l e 

of  Chi cago.  

¶12 At t or ney Rei t z made a ver bal  agr eement  wi t h P. B.  t o 

handl e her  case.   Ther e was no wr i t t en f ee agr eement .   On 
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Mar ch 29,  2008,  At t or ney Rei t z ' s empl oyee wr ot e t o At t or ney 

Lavel l e t o f or mal l y ask t o assume r epr esent at i on of  P. B.   The 

f i l e was subsequent l y pi cked up f r om At t or ney Lavel l e' s of f i ce.  

¶13 Fr om t i me t o t i me At t or ney Rei t z woul d r ef er  medi cal  

mal pr act i ce cases t o At t or ney Bi l l  Wal ker .   At t or ney Wal ker  met  

wi t h At t or ney Rei t z ' s empl oyee t o di scuss P. B. ' s case.  

¶14 P. B. ' s case was vol unt ar i l y  di smi ssed i n Apr i l  2008 

due t o t he i l l  heal t h of  At t or ney Lavel l e.   Under  I l l i noi s l aw,  

t her e was a one- year  deadl i ne t o r eopen t he case.   A May 9,  2008 

l et t er  f r om At t or ney Rei t z ' s of f i ce t o At t or ney Lavel l e st at ed 

t hat  P. B. ' s mal pr act i ce sui t  woul d be handl ed by At t or ney 

Wal ker .   That  same day At t or ney Rei t z ' s of f i ce sent  a l et t er  t o 

P. B.  advi s i ng her  t he mal pr act i ce sui t  was bei ng r evi ewed by 

At t or ney Wal ker .  

¶15 At t or ney Wal ker  di d r evi ew t he mal pr act i ce sui t  but  

decl i ned t o r epr esent  P. B.   I n mi d- May 2008 At t or ney Wal ker  

advi sed At t or ney Rei t z of  hi s opi ni on t hat  t her e wer e a number  

of  subst ant i al  obst acl es t o t he case,  i ncl udi ng i nsuf f i c i ent  

evi dence of  negl i gence.   At t or ney Wal ker  r et ur ned t he case f i l e 

t o At t or ney Rei t z on May 22,  2008.   At t or ney Wal ker ' s of f i ce 

i nf or med P. B.  t hat  t he f i l e had been r et ur ned t o At t or ney Rei t z.  

¶16 At t or ney Rei t z di d not  per sonal l y shar e wi t h P. B.  t he 

negat i ve eval uat i on of  t he medi cal  mal pr act i ce c l ai m by At t or ney 

Wal ker .   P. B.  made r epeat ed,  f r equent  cal l s t o At t or ney Rei t z ' s 

of f i ce aski ng about  her  mal pr act i ce sui t .   At t or ney Rei t z f ai l ed 

t o r et ur n t he cal l s.   Each t i me P. B.  woul d cal l  At t or ney Rei t z ' s  

of f i ce,  she was i nf or med by a par al egal  t hat  At t or ney Rei t z was 
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awar e of  t he Apr i l  8,  2009 deadl i ne t o r eopen t he case and t hat  

he was handl i ng t he mat t er .   At t or ney Rei t z al l owed t he Apr i l  8,  

2009 deadl i ne t o pass wi t hout  t aki ng any act i on.  

¶17 The OLR' s August  2011 compl ai nt  al l eged t he f ol l owi ng 

count s of  mi sconduct  wi t h r espect  t o At t or ney Rei t z ' s handl i ng 

of  J. B.  and P. B. ' s cases:  

[ COUNT ONE: ]  By f ai l i ng t o t i mel y 
not i f y [ J. B. ] ,  a c l i ent  i n a pendi ng mat t er ,  
of  t he suspensi on of  hi s l aw l i cense,  Rei t z 
v i ol at ed SCR 22. 26( 1) ( a)  and ( b) 1 and SCR 
20: 8. 4( f ) . 2 

[ COUNT TWO: ]  By f i l i ng an af f i davi t  
wi t h [ t he]  OLR cont ai ni ng mi sr epr esent at i ons 
concer ni ng hi s compl i ance wi t h t he t er ms and 
condi t i ons of  t he suspensi on,  Rei t z v i ol at ed 
SCR 20: 8. 4( c) . 3 

                                                 
1 SCR 22. 26( 1) ( a)  and ( b)  st at es as f ol l ows:   

 ( 1)  On or  bef or e t he ef f ect i ve dat e of  l i cense 
suspensi on or  r evocat i on,  an at t or ney whose l i cense i s 
suspended or  r evoked shal l  do al l  of  t he f ol l owi ng:  

 ( a)  Not i f y by cer t i f i ed mai l  al l  c l i ent s bei ng 
r epr esent ed i n pendi ng mat t er s of  t he suspensi on or  
r evocat i on and of  t he at t or ney' s consequent  i nabi l i t y  
t o act  as an at t or ney f ol l owi ng t he ef f ect i ve dat e of  
t he suspensi on or  r evocat i on.  

 ( b)  Advi se t he c l i ent s t o seek l egal  advi ce of  
t hei r  choi ce el sewher e.  

2 SCR 20: 8. 4( f )  pr ovi des t hat  i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  
f or  a l awyer  t o " v i ol at e a st at ut e,  supr eme cour t  r ul e,  supr eme 
cour t  or der  or  supr eme cour t  dec i s i on r egul at i ng t he conduct  of  
l awyer s;  .  .  .  . "  

3 SCR 20: 8. 4( c)  says i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 
l awyer  t o " engage i n conduct  i nvol v i ng di shonest y,  f r aud,  decei t  
or  mi sr epr esent at i on;  .  .  .  . "  
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[ COUNT THREE: ]  By r epeat edl y f ai l i ng t o 
r et ur n c l i ent  [ P. B. ' s]  t el ephone cal l s and 
f ai l i ng t o pr ovi de r equest ed i nf or mat i on t o 
her  concer ni ng t he st at us of  hi s ef f or t s t o 
r eopen her  medi cal  mal pr act i ce c l ai m or  f i nd 
an at t or ney t o r epr esent  her  i n t he mat t er ,  
Rei t z v i ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ( 3)  and ( 4) . 4 

[ COUNT FOUR: ]  By f ai l i ng t o expl ai n t o 
c l i ent  [ P. B. ]  t he r ami f i cat i ons of  anot her  
at t or ney' s negat i ve assessment  of  t he 
c l i ent ' s medi cal  mal pr act i ce c l ai m and 
f ai l i ng t o shar e t hat  mal pr act i ce 
speci al i st ' s  wr i t t en eval uat i on of  t he c l ai m 
wi t h t he c l i ent ,  Rei t z v i ol at ed SCR 
20: 1. 4( b) . 5 

[ COUNT FI VE: ]  By f ai l i ng t o t i mel y 
not i f y hi s c l i ent  t hat  he was uni l at er al l y 
abandoni ng hi s ef f or t s t o r eopen her  medi cal  
mal pr act i ce c l ai m or  t o f i nd anot her  
at t or ney t o handl e her  c l ai m and f ai l i ng t o 
r et ur n her  medi cal  mal pr act i ce c l ai m f i l e t o 
her ,  Rei t z v i ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 16( d) . 6 

                                                 
4 SCR 20: 1. 4( a) ( 3)  and ( 4)  st at es a l awyer  shal l  " ( 3)  keep 

t he cl i ent  r easonabl y i nf or med about  t he st at us of  a mat t er ;  
[ and]  ( 4)  pr ompt l y compl y wi t h r easonabl e r equest s by t he c l i ent  
f or  i nf or mat i on;  .  .  .  . "  

5 SCR 20: 1. 4( b)  pr ovi des:  

A l awyer  shal l  expl ai n a mat t er  t o t he ext ent  
r easonabl y necessar y t o per mi t  t he c l i ent  t o make 
i nf or med deci s i ons r egar di ng t he r epr esent at i on.  

6 SCR 20: 1. 16( d)  pr ovi des:  

Upon t er mi nat i on of  r epr esent at i on,  a l awyer  
shal l  t ake st eps t o t he ext ent  r easonabl y pr act i cabl e 
t o pr ot ect  a c l i ent ' s i nt er est s,  such as gi v i ng 
r easonabl e not i ce t o t he c l i ent ,  al l owi ng t i me f or  
empl oyment  of  ot her  counsel ,  sur r ender i ng paper s and 
pr oper t y t o whi ch t he cl i ent  i s  ent i t l ed and r ef undi ng 
any advance payment  of  f ee or  expense t hat  has not  
been ear ned or  i ncur r ed.  The l awyer  may r et ai n paper s 
r el at i ng t o t he c l i ent  t o t he ext ent  per mi t t ed by 
ot her  l aw.  
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¶18 By vi r t ue of  t he Mar ch 30,  2012 st i pul at i on,  At t or ney 

Rei t z pl ed no cont est  t o al l  f i ve count s.  

¶19 Ei ght  of  t he count s of  mi sconduct  i n t he Sept ember  1,  

2010 amended compl ai nt ,  t o whi ch At t or ney Rei t z pl ed no cont est ,  

i nvol ved unt i mel y del i ver y of  cl i ent  t r ust  account  f unds.   I n 

1999,  At t or ney Rei t z j oi ned Mi chael  Mandel man' s l aw f i r m.   The 

f i r m pr act i ced pr i mar i l y i n t he ar ea of  per sonal  i nj ur y and 

cr i mi nal  l aw.   Pr i or  t o hi s associ at i on wi t h At t or ney Rei t z,  

Mandel man had cl i ent  t r ust  account s at  M&I  and TCF banks.   When 

At t or ney Rei t z j oi ned t he f i r m i n 1999,  t he f i r m used 

Mandel man' s M&I  t r ust  account  as i t s act i ve t r ust  account .   

Mandel man di d not  c l ose t he TCF t r ust  account  unt i l  December  

2006.   I n December  2002 Mandel man and At t or ney Rei t z st opped 

usi ng t he M&I  t r ust  account  and opened a new t r ust  account  at  

Tr i  Ci t y Bank.   The M&I  account  r emai ned dor mant  f or  at  l east  

s i x year s.  

¶20 I n May of  2005,  whi l e At t or ney Rei t z ' s l i cense was 

suspended,  Mandel man st opped us i ng t he Tr i  Ci t y Bank t r ust  

account  and opened a new t r ust  account  at  Pyr amax Bank.   The Tr i  

Ci t y account  t hen r emai ned dor mant  f or  mor e t han t hr ee year s.   

Mandel man' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw was suspended f or  ni ne 

mont hs ef f ect i ve June 21,  2006.   Pr i or  t o t hat  t i me a new t r ust  

account  was opened at  Pyr amax Bank i n t he name of  Rei t z,  Par ker  

and Lawent ,  S. C.  ( RPL) .   I n Jul y and August  of  2008,  a maj or i t y 

of  undi st r i but ed cl i ent  f unds i n Mandel man' s Pyr amax t r ust  

account  wer e t r ansf er r ed t o t he RPL t r ust  account .  
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¶21 The OLR' s Sept ember  1,  2010 amended compl ai nt  al l eged 

t hat  At t or ney Rei t z f ai l ed t o di st r i but e t r ust  account  checks t o 

c l i ent s f or  per i ods r angi ng f r om one t o mor e t han seven year s;  

deposi t ed mont hl y set t l ement  payment s i n hi s c l i ent  t r ust  

account  but  f ai l ed t o di st r i but e t he f unds;  f ai l ed t o negot i at e 

wi t h subr ogat ed car r i er s;  f ai l ed t o t ake st eps necessar y t o 

r esol ve t he di v i s i on of  owner shi p of  t r ust  account  f unds;  f ai l ed 

t o pay a c l i ent  money wi t hhel d f r om a 2002 per sonal  i nj ur y 

set t l ement  unt i l  at  l east  Oct ober  2008;  and f ai l ed t o di st r i but e 

or  r ei ssue 47 uncashed checks wr i t t en on hi s c l i ent  t r ust  

account  bet ween 2000 and 2005;  and,  as of  Jul y 30,  2008,  havi ng 

an addi t i onal  14 checks out st andi ng f or  per i ods of  at  l east  

t hr ee mont hs and up t o t wo year s af t er  Mandel man' s suspensi on.  

¶22 The OLR al l eged,  and by v i r t ue of  hi s Mar ch 30,  2012 

st i pul at i on At t or ney Rei t z agr eed,  t hat  he v i ol at ed SCRs 

20: 1. 15( b)  ( i n ef f ect  pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004) , 7 20: 1. 15( d) ( 1)  

( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2004) , 8 and 20: 1. 3. 9 

                                                 
7 SCR 20: 1. 15( b)  ( i n ef f ect  pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004)  st at ed as 

f ol l ows:  

 Upon r ecei v i ng f unds or  ot her  pr oper t y i n whi ch a 
c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son has an i nt er est ,  a l awyer  shal l  
pr ompt l y not i f y t he c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son i n wr i t i ng.   
Except  as st at ed i n t hi s r ul e or  ot her wi se per mi t t ed 
by l aw or  by agr eement  wi t h t he c l i ent ,  a l awyer  shal l  
pr ompt l y del i ver  t o t he c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son any 
f unds or  ot her  pr oper t y t hat  t he c l i ent  or  t hi r d 
per son i s ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve and,  upon r equest  by t he 
c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son,  shal l  r ender  a f ul l  account i ng 
r egar di ng such pr oper t y.  

8 SCR 20: 1. 15( d) ( 1)  pr ovi des:    
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¶23 By vi r t ue of  hi s st i pul at i on,  At t or ney Rei t z  al so 

admi t t ed di sbur si ng f unds f r om hi s t r ust  account  t hat  cr eat ed 

negat i ve bal ances wi t h r espect  t o t he subsi di ar y account s f or  

t wo cl i ent s and wi t h r espect  t o a l aw f i r m subsi di ar y account  

f or  bank char ges.   He al so admi t t ed di st r i but i ng f unds such t hat  

t her e was a $9, 000 shor t age i n f unds t hat  shoul d have been hel d 

f or  c l i ent s i n t he RPL t r ust  account  as of  Jul y 31,  2008.   

At t or ney Rei t z admi t t ed v i ol at i ng SCRs 20: 1. 15( e) ( 5) a.  

( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2004) , 10 20: 1. 15( f ) ( 1) b.  ( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  

2004 t hr ough December  31,  2009) , 11 and SCR 20: 1. 15( a)  ( ef f ect i ve 

pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004) . 12 

                                                                                                                                                             
 Not i ce and di sbur sement .   Upon r ecei v i ng f unds or  
ot her  pr oper t y i n whi ch a c l i ent  has an i nt er est ,  or  
i n whi ch t he l awyer  has r ecei ved not i ce t hat  a 3r d 
par t y has an i nt er est  i dent i f i ed by a l i en,  cour t  
or der ,  j udgment ,  or  cont r act ,  t he l awyer  shal l  
pr ompt l y not i f y t he c l i ent  or  3r d par t y i n wr i t i ng.   
Except  as st at ed i n t hi s r ul e or  ot her wi se per mi t t ed 
by l aw or  by agr eement  wi t h t he c l i ent ,  t he l awyer  
shal l  pr ompt l y del i ver  t o t he c l i ent  or  3r d par t y any 
f unds or  ot her  pr oper t y t hat  t he c l i ent  or  3r d par t y 
i s ent i t l ed t o r ecei ve.  

9 SCR 20: 1. 3 st at es " [ a]  l awyer  shal l  act  wi t h r easonabl e 
di l i gence and pr ompt ness i n r epr esent i ng a c l i ent . "  

10 SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 5) a.  pr ovi des:    

St andar d f or  t r ust  account  t r ansact i ons.   A l awyer  
shal l  not  di sbur se f unds f r om any t r ust  account  unl ess 
t he deposi t  f r om whi ch t hose f unds wi l l  be di sbur sed 
has cl ear ed,  and t he f unds ar e avai l abl e f or  
di sbur sement .  

11 SCR 20: 1. 15( f ) ( 1) b.  pr ovi des:    

 A subsi di ar y l edger  shal l  be mai nt ai ned f or  each 
cl i ent  or  mat t er  f or  whi ch t he l awyer  r ecei ves t r ust  
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f unds,  and t he l awyer  shal l  r ecor d each r ecei pt  and 
di sbur sement  of  t hat  c l i ent ' s f unds and t he bal ance 
f ol l owi ng each t r ansact i on.   A l awyer  shal l  not  
di sbur se f unds f r om t he t r ust  account  t hat  woul d 
cr eat e a negat i ve bal ance wi t h r espect  t o any 
i ndi v i dual  c l i ent  or  mat t er .  

12 SCR 20: 1. 15( a)  ( ef f ect i ve pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004)  pr ovi ded 
as f ol l ows:   Saf ekeepi ng pr oper t y.  

 A l awyer  shal l  hol d i n t r ust ,  separ at e f r om t he 
l awyer ' s own pr oper t y,  t hat  pr oper t y of  c l i ent s and 
t hi r d per sons t hat  i s i n t he l awyer ' s possessi on i n 
connect i on wi t h a r epr esent at i on or  when act i ng i n a 
f i duci ar y capaci t y.   Funds hel d i n connect i on wi t h a 
r epr esent at i on or  i n a f i duci ar y capaci t y i ncl ude 
f unds hel d as t r ust ee,  agent ,  guar di an,  per sonal  
r epr esent at i ve of  an est at e,  or  ot her wi se.   Al l  f unds 
of  c l i ent s and t hi r d per sons pai d t o a l awyer  or  l aw 
f i r m shal l  be deposi t ed i n one or  mor e i dent i f i abl e 
t r ust  account s as pr ovi ded i n par agr aph ( c) .   The 
t r ust  account  shal l  be mai nt ai ned i n a bank,  savi ngs 
bank,  t r ust  company,  cr edi t  uni on,  savi ngs and l oan 
associ at i on or  ot her  i nvest ment  i nst i t ut i on aut hor i zed 
t o do busi ness and l ocat ed i n Wi sconsi n.   The t r ust  
account  shal l  be c l ear l y desi gnat ed as " Cl i ent ' s 
Account "  or  " Tr ust  Account "  or  wor ds of  si mi l ar  
i mpor t .   No f unds bel ongi ng t o t he l awyer  or  l aw f i r m,  
except  f unds r easonabl y suf f i c i ent  t o pay or  avoi d 
i mposi t i on of  account  ser vi ce char ges,  may be 
deposi t ed i n such an account .   Unl ess t he c l i ent  
ot her wi se di r ect s i n wr i t i ng,  secur i t i es i n bear er  
f or m shal l  be kept  by t he at t or ney i n a saf e deposi t  
box i n a bank,  savi ngs bank,  t r ust  company,  cr edi t  
uni on,  savi ngs and l oan associ at i on or  ot her  
i nvest ment  i nst i t ut i on aut hor i zed t o do busi ness and 
l ocat ed i n Wi sconsi n.   The saf e deposi t  box shal l  be 
c l ear l y desi gnat ed as " Cl i ent ' s Account "  or  " Tr ust  
Account "  or  wor ds of  s i mi l ar  i mpor t .   Ot her  pr oper t y 
of  a c l i ent  or  t hi r d per son shal l  be i dent i f i ed as 
such and appr opr i at el y saf eguar ded.   I f  a l awyer  al so 
l i censed i n anot her  st at e i s  ent r ust ed wi t h f unds or  
pr oper t y i n connect i on wi t h an out - of - st at e 
r epr esent at i on,  t hi s pr ovi s i on shal l  not  super sede t he 
t r ust  account  r ul es of  t he ot her  st at e.  



Nos.  2010AP1576- D & 2011AP1764- D   

 

14 
 

¶24 At t or ney Rei t z al so admi t t ed,  by v i r t ue of  hi s  

st i pul at i on,  t hat  by f ai l i ng t o cr eat e and r et ai n compl et e t r ust  

account  r ecor ds f or  t he RPL t r ust  account ,  he v i ol at ed 

SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 6) . 13  He f ur t her  admi t t ed t hat  by f ai l i ng t o 

pr ovi de RPL t r ust  account  r ecor ds r equest ed by t he OLR and 

pr ovi di ng onl y i ncompl et e and i naccur at e r ecor ds,  he vi ol at ed 

SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 7) , 14 20: 8. 4( h) , 15 and 22. 03( 6) . 16  He al so 

                                                 
13 SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 6)  pr ovi des:    

Recor d r et ent i on.   A l awyer  shal l  mai nt ai n compl et e 
r ecor ds of  t r ust  account  f unds and ot her  t r ust  
pr oper t y and shal l  pr eser ve t hose r ecor ds f or  at  l east  
6 year s af t er  t he dat e of  t er mi nat i on of  t he 
r epr esent at i on.  

14 SCR 20: 1. 15( e) ( 7)  pr ovi des:    

 Pr oduct i on of  r ecor ds.   Al l  t r ust  account  r ecor ds 
have publ i c aspect s r el at ed t o a l awyer ' s f i t ness t o 
pr act i ce.   Upon r equest  of  t he of f i ce of  l awyer  
r egul at i on,  or  upon di r ect i on of  t he supr eme cour t ,  
t he r ecor ds shal l  be submi t t ed t o t he of f i ce of  l awyer  
r egul at i on f or  i t s i nspect i on,  audi t ,  use,  and 
evi dence under  any condi t i ons t o pr ot ect  t he pr i v i l ege 
of  c l i ent s t hat  t he cour t  may pr ovi de.   The r ecor ds,  
or  an audi t  of  t he r ecor ds,  shal l  be pr oduced at  any 
di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng i nvol v i ng t he l awyer ,  whenever  
mat er i al .   Fai l ur e t o pr oduce t he r ecor ds const i t ut es 
unpr of essi onal  conduct  and gr ounds f or  di sci pl i nar y 
act i on.  

15 SCR 20: 8. 4( h)  s t at es i t  i s  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  f or  a 
l awyer  t o " f ai l  t o cooper at e i n t he i nvest i gat i on of  a gr i evance 
f i l ed wi t h t he of f i ce of  l awyer  r egul at i on as r equi r ed by 
SCR 21. 15( 4) ,  SCR 22. 001( 9) ( b) ,  SCR 22. 03( 2) ,  SCR 22. 03( 6) ,  or  
SCR 22. 04( 1) ;  .  .  .  . "  

16 SCR 22. 03( 6)  pr ovi des:   

 I n t he cour se of  t he i nvest i gat i on,  t he 
r espondent ' s wi l f ul  f ai l ur e t o pr ovi de r el evant  
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admi t t ed t hat  by f al sel y cer t i f y i ng on hi s f i scal  year  2007 

St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n dues st at ement  t hat  he had f i l ed 

over dr af t  r epor t i ng agr eement s wi t h t he OLR,  and by f al sel y 

cer t i f y i ng on hi s f i scal  year  2008 St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n dues 

st at ement  t hat  he had compl i ed wi t h t he t r ust  account  

r ecor dkeepi ng r equi r ement s f or  t he l i s t ed account s,  he v i ol at ed 

SCR 20: 1. 15( i ) ( 4) . 17 

¶25 At t or ney Rei t z f ur t her  admi t t ed t hat  by deposi t i ng 

ear ned l egal  f ees f or  c l i ent s i nt o hi s c l i ent  t r ust  account  and 

di st r i but i ng t hose f ees t hr ough t he t r ust  account  i nst ead of  

t hr ough t he l aw f i r m' s bus i ness account ,  he v i ol at ed 

SCR 20: 1. 15( a)  ( ef f ect i ve pr i or  t o Jul y 1,  2004) ,  and 

SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 3)  ( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2004) . 18  He al so admi t t ed 

t hat  by deposi t i ng checks t o hi s c l i ent  t r ust  account  t hat  wer e 

                                                                                                                                                             
i nf or mat i on,  t o answer  quest i ons f ul l y,  or  t o f ur ni sh 
document s and t he r espondent ' s mi sr epr esent at i on i n a 
di scl osur e ar e mi sconduct ,  r egar dl ess of  t he mer i t s of  
t he mat t er s asser t ed i n t he gr i evance.  

17 SCR 20: 1. 15( i ) ( 4)  pr ovi des:    

 Suspensi on f or  non- compl i ance.   The f ai l ur e of  a 
st at e bar  member  t o f i l e t he cer t i f i cat e i s gr ounds 
f or  aut omat i c suspensi on of  t he member ' s member shi p i n 
t he st at e bar  i n t he same manner  pr ovi ded i n SCR 
10. 03( 6)  f or  nonpayment  of  dues.   The f i l i ng of  a 
f al se cer t i f i cat e i s unpr of essi onal  conduct  and i s 
gr ounds f or  di sci pl i nar y act i on.  

18 SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 3)  pr ovi des:    

Lawyer  f unds.   No f unds bel ongi ng t o t he l awyer  or  l aw 
f i r m,  except  f unds r easonabl y suf f i c i ent  t o pay 
mont hl y account  ser vi ce char ges,  may be deposi t ed or  
r et ai ned i n a t r ust  account .  
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payabl e t o At t or ney Mandel man,  wr i t t en on checks f r om an account  

f r om a Cal i f or ni a l aw f i r m t hat  wer e al l egedl y i n payment  of  l aw 

f i r m f ees,  he vi ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 15( a)  ( ef f ect i ve pr i or  t o 

Jul y 1,  2004) ,  and SCR 20: 1. 15( b) ( 3)  ( ef f ect i ve Jul y 1,  2004) .  

¶26 At t or ney Rei t z f ur t her  admi t t ed t hat  by f ai l i ng t o 

f i l e t ax r et ur ns and pay t ax on i ncome ear ned by t he RPL l aw 

f i r m he vi ol at ed t he st andar d of  pr of essi onal  conduct  

est abl i shed i n cases,  i ncl udi ng I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Owens,  172 Wi s.  2d 54,  56,  492 N. W. 2d 157 ( 1992) ,  

cont r ar y t o SCRs 20: 8. 4( f )  and 20: 8. 4( c) .  

¶27 I n addi t i on,  At t or ney Rei t z admi t t ed t hat  by f ai l i ng 

t o f i l e an act i on on behal f  of  a c l i ent  pr i or  t o t he expi r at i on 

of  t he st at ut e of  l i mi t at i ons,  he v i ol at ed SCR 20: 1. 3.   The 

cl i ent  subsequent l y obt ai ned a money j udgment  agai nst  At t or ney 

Rei t z f or  $101, 190. 17.   He admi t t ed t o anot her  v i ol at i on of  

SCR 20: 1. 3 by f ai l i ng t o ei t her  obt ai n and pr esent  a set t l ement  

of f er  t o a mi nor  chi l d' s par ent s,  pl ace t he mat t er  i n 

l i t i gat i on,  or  advi se t he c l i ent s he di d not  bel i eve t he case 

was wor t h pur sui ng and t hat  t hey shoul d pur sue anot her  at t or ney 

i f  t hey wi shed t o pr oceed.   Al t hough a $5, 000 of f er  t o set t l e 

t he c l ai m had been t ender ed,  At t or ney Rei t z never  pr esent ed t he 

of f er  t o t he mi nor ' s par ent s.  

¶28 On June 15,  2012,  t he r ef er ee f ound t hat  t he par t i es '  

st i pul at i on set  f or t h an adequat e f act ual  basi s f or  a 

det er mi nat i on of  mi sconduct  f or  each of  t he count s t o whi ch 

At t or ney Rei t z had pl ed no cont est .   The r ef er ee concl uded t hat  

a 12- mont h suspensi on,  r at her  t han t he t en mont hs pr oposed by 
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t he par t i es,  was an appr opr i at e sanct i on f or  At t or ney Rei t z ' s 

mi sconduct .   The r ef er ee sai d t he mi sconduct  was ser i ous and t he 

t r ust  account  r ecor ds mai nt ai ned by At t or ney Rei t z wer e i n a 

ser i ous st at e of  di sar r ay.   The r ef er ee sai d t hat  due t o t he 

poor  r ecor dkeepi ng,  At t or ney Rei t z ' s l aw f i r m over pai d i t sel f  

f ees f r om one t r ust  account ,  r esul t i ng i n a negat i ve t r ust  

account  bal ance.   The r ef er ee al so sai d At t or ney Rei t z ' s c l i ent  

t r ust  account s wer e used as a per sonal  checkbook f or  t he l aw 

f i r m' s at t or neys,  wi t h payment s bei ng made f r om t he t r ust  

account s t o bot h At t or ney Rei t z and hi s par t ner  on numer ous 

occasi ons.  

¶29 The r ef er ee sai d despi t e t he f act  t hat  At t or ney Rei t z 

has been di sci pl i ned on t wo ot her  occasi ons,  he has cont i nued t o 

f ai l  t o compl y wi t h supr eme cour t  r ul es.   The r ef er ee f ound i t  

especi al l y di st ur bi ng t hat  whi l e At t or ney Rei t z was bei ng 

i nvest i gat ed by t he OLR f or  t r ust  account  v i ol at i ons he was 

st i l l  commi t t i ng addi t i onal  mi sconduct .   The r ef er ee concl uded 

t hat  t he sever i t y of  t he mi sconduct ,  t he need t o pr ot ect  t he 

publ i c,  and t he need t o i mpr ess upon At t or ney Rei t z t he 

ser i ousness of  hi s mi sconduct  demonst r at es t hat  a 12- mont h 

suspensi on i s appr opr i at e.   The r ef er ee al so r ecommended t hat  as 

a condi t i on of  r ei nst at ement  At t or ney Rei t z be r equi r ed t o 

pr ovi de t he OLR wi t h suf f i c i ent  document at i on t o demonst r at e 

t hat  al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  account s wer e di st r i but ed t o t he 

r i ght f ul  owner ,  and t he r ef er ee suggest s t hat  i f  At t or ney 

Rei t z ' s l i cense i s r ei nst at ed,  t he OLR shoul d moni t or  hi s t r ust  

account  act i v i t y f or  at  l east  t wo year s.  
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¶30 At t or ney Rei t z appeal ed r ai s i ng t wo i ssues:  ( 1)  ar e 

many of  t he f act ual  f i ndi ngs of  t he r ef er ee unsuppor t ed by t he 

r ecor d and i mpr oper l y r el i ed upon i n f or mi ng a basi s f or  her  

r ecommendat i ons;  and ( 2)  ar e t he r ecommendat i ons f or  sanct i on of  

t he r ef er ee appr opr i at e under  t he f act s and f i ndi ngs of  t hi s 

case.  

¶31 At t or ney Rei t z ' s appeal  di d not  chal l enge t he 

r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  r el at i ng t o t hose count s of  

mi sconduct  t o whi ch he pl ed no cont est .   He ar gued,  however ,  

t hat  many of  t he r ef er ee f i ndi ngs of  f act  r el at ed t o t he 13 

count s of  mi sconduct  whi ch wer e di smi ssed by t he OLR.   As t o t he 

appr opr i at e sanct i on,  At t or ney Rei t z ar gued t hat  t he t en- mont h 

suspensi on r ecommended by t he par t i es,  r at her  t han t he 12- mont h 

suspensi on r ecommended by t he r ef er ee,  was an appr opr i at e l evel  

of  di sci pl i ne.  

¶32 The OLR agr eed t hat  many of  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  

f act  r el at ed t o mi sconduct  count s t hat  wer e di smi ssed.   The OLR 

al so agr eed t hat  a t en- mont h suspensi on was appr opr i at e.   I n 

r esponse t o a cour t  or der ,  on December  10,  2012,  t he par t i es 

f i l ed a st i pul at i on i dent i f y i ng t he f i ndi ngs of  f act  i n t he 

r ef er ee' s r epor t  t hat  r el at e t o count s t hat  wer e di smi ssed.  

¶33 A r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  wi l l  not  be set  asi de 

unl ess c l ear l y er r oneous.   Concl usi ons of  l aw ar e r evi ewed de 

novo.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y  Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Ei senber g,  

2004 WI  14,  ¶5,  269 Wi s.  2d 43,  675 N. W. 2d 747.   Thi s cour t  i s  

f r ee t o i mpose what ever  di sci pl i ne i t  deems appr opr i at e,  

r egar dl ess of  t he r ef er ee' s r ecommendat i on.   See I n r e 
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Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Wi dul e,  2003 WI  34,  ¶44,  261 

Wi s.  2d 45,  660 N. W. 2d 686.  

¶34 Af t er  car ef ul  r evi ew of  t he ent i r e r ecor d,  we agr ee 

wi t h t he par t i es t hat  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  i dent i f i ed 

i n t hei r  December  10,  2012 st i pul at i on r el at ed t o count s of  

mi sconduct  t hat  wer e di smi ssed.   As a r esul t  we deem t hose 

f i ndi ngs of  f act  c l ear l y er r oneous and wi l l  not  consi der  t hem i n 

r eachi ng our  deci s i on i n t hi s case.   We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s 

r emai ni ng f i ndi ngs of  f act  and f ur t her  det er mi ne t hat  t hose 

f i ndi ngs suppor t  t he l egal  concl usi on t hat  At t or ney Rei t z 

engaged i n al l  of  t he count s of  pr of essi onal  mi sconduct  set  

f or t h i n t he par t i es '  st i pul at i on.  

¶35 We now t ur n t o t he appr opr i at e l evel  of  di sci pl i ne t o 

i mpose f or  At t or ney Rei t z ' s pr of essi onal  mi sconduct .   The 

maj or i t y of  t he mi sconduct  count s i n t hi s case i nvol ve t r ust  

account  v i ol at i ons.   Tr ust  account  v i ol at i ons ar e ser i ous.   The 

comment  t o SCR 20: 1. 15 pr ovi des,  " A l awyer  must  hol d t he 

pr oper t y of  ot her s wi t h t he car e r equi r ed of  a pr of essi onal  

f i duci ar y. "   At t or ney Rei t z has admi t t ed t hat  he f ai l ed t o 

cr eat e and r et ai n compl et e t r ust  account  r ecor ds and t hat  he 

pr ovi ded onl y i ncompl et e and i naccur at e r ecor ds t o t he OLR i n 

t he cour se of  i t s  i nvest i gat i on.   I n a r ecent  case i nvol v i ng 

t r ust  account  v i ol at i ons,  we f ound i nst r uct i ve t he Sout h 

Car ol i na Supr eme Cour t ' s  hol di ng i n Mat t er  of  Mi l es,  335 

S. C.  242,  516 S. E. 2d 661 ( 1999) :  " When di sci pl i nar y counsel  

pr esent s c l ear  and convi nci ng evi dence of  t r ust  account  

v i ol at i ons or  ot her  i nadequat e r ecor dkeepi ng,  a l awyer ' s r ecor ds 
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must  be suf f i c i ent l y det ai l ed t o over come t he al l egat i ons. "   I d.  

at  663.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Wei gel ,  2012 

WI  124,  ¶47,  345 Wi s.  2d 7,  823 N. W. 2d 798.  

¶36 At t or ney Wei gel ' s t r ust  account  v i ol at i ons r esul t ed i n 

t he r evocat i on of  hi s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   By 

At t or ney Wei gel ' s own admi ssi on,  hi s l aw f i r m' s t r ust  account  

r an a def i c i t  of  bet ween $100, 000 and $1, 000, 000 f or  over  13 

year s.   We st at ed,  " A si x-  or  seven- f i gur e def i c i t  i n an account  

t hat  hol ds c l i ent  f unds i s an et hi cal  f ai l ur e of  epi c 

pr opor t i ons"  and " i t  woul d be di f f i cul t  t o i magi ne a mor e 

aggr avat ed pat t er n of  mi sconduct .  .  .  . "   As a r esul t ,  we 

concl uded t hat  any sanct i on l ess t han r evocat i on woul d under mi ne 

t he publ i c ' s conf i dence i n t he honest y and i nt egr i t y of  t he bar .   

I d. ,  ¶52.   Al t hough At t or ney Rei t z ' s mi sconduct ,  i n t he 

management  of  hi s t r ust  account s and ot her wi se,  i s ser i ous,  i t  

does not  r each t he " epi c pr opor t i ons"  of  t he Wei gel  case and 

t hus war r ant s a l esser  sanct i on.  

¶37 The OLR ci t ed a number  of  cases i n suppor t  of  i t s  

r ecommendat i on t hat  a t en- mont h l i cense suspensi on woul d be an 

appr opr i at e l evel  of  di sci pl i ne.   The OLR not es t hat  i n I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Van Gr ol l ,  2005 WI  140,  286 

Wi s.  2d 41,  704 N. W. 2d 905,  t he at t or ney' s l i cense was suspended 

f or  one year  f or  ni ne count s of  mi sconduct  ar i s i ng out  of  hi s 

handl i ng of  c l i ent  t r ust  f unds,  f ai l i ng t o pr ovi de f ul l  and 

t r ut hf ul  i nf or mat i on dur i ng t he OLR' s i nvest i gat i on,  f i l i ng 

f al se St at e Bar  of  Wi sconsi n cer t i f i cat i ons,  and f ai l i ng t o f i l e 

i ncome t ax r et ur ns f or  f i ve year s.   I n t he OLR' s opi ni on,  
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At t or ney Rei t z ' s mi sconduct  i s l ess ser i ous t han At t or ney Van 

Gr ol l ' s .  

¶38 The OLR al so not es t hat  i n I n r e Di sci pl i nar y 

Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Scanl an,  2006 WI  38,  290 Wi s.  2d 30,  712 

N. W. 2d 877,  t he at t or ney' s l i cense was suspended f or  s i x mont hs 

f or  mi sconduct  ar i s i ng out  of  ni ne gr i evance mat t er s consi st i ng 

of  pr act i c i ng l aw whi l e suspended,  f ai l i ng t o deposi t  advanced 

f ees i n a t r ust  account ,  f ai l i ng t o r et ur n an unear ned f ee,  and 

f ai l i ng t o t i mel y r espond t o t he OLR' s i nvest i gat i on.    

¶39 The OLR al so bel i eves t hat  At t or ney Rei t z ' s conduct  i s 

s i mi l ar  t o t hat  at  i ssue i n I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs 

Agai nst  Schust er ,  2006 WI  21,  289 Wi s.  2d 23,  710 N. W. 2d 458,  i n 

whi ch t he at t or ney' s l i cense was suspended f or  ni ne mont hs f or  

var i ous t r ust  account  i ssues and maki ng mi sr epr esent at i ons t o 

t he OLR.   The OLR says At t or ney Rei t z ' s mi sconduct  i s aggr avat ed 

by t he f act  t hat  he commi t t ed mor e vi ol at i ons t han di d At t or neys 

Scanl an or  Schust er ,  and he al so has a mor e ser i ous di sci pl i nar y 

hi st or y.   I n mi t i gat i on of  At t or ney Rei t z ' s mi sconduct ,  t he OLR 

not es t hat  At t or ney Rei t z has t he absence of  a di shonest  or  

sel f i sh mot i ve and has cooper at ed wi t h t he OLR dur i ng t he cour se 

of  t hi s di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.  

¶40 Upon car ef ul  consi der at i on,  we concl ude t hat  a t en-

mont h suspensi on of  At t or ney Rei t z ' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i s an appr opr i at e sanct i on.   A t en- mont h suspensi on i s 

gener al l y consi s t ent  wi t h t he l evel  of  di sci pl i ne i mposed i n 

pr i or  cases and adher es t o t he cour t ' s  gener al  pr act i ce of  

i mposi ng pr ogr essi ve di sci pl i ne.   We agr ee wi t h t he r ef er ee t hat  



Nos.  2010AP1576- D & 2011AP1764- D   

 

22 
 

At t or ney Rei t z shoul d be r equi r ed t o pay t he f ul l  cost s of  t he 

pr oceedi ng.   We al so deem i t  appr opr i at e t o r equi r e hi m t o 

di sbur se al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  account s t o t hei r  r i ght f ul  

owner s;  i f  t he r i ght f ul  owner s cannot  be l ocat ed,  t o t r ansf er  

t he f unds t o t he st at e t r easur er ' s of f i ce as uncl ai med or  

uni dent i f i abl e pr oper t y.   Al t hough t he par t i es and t he r ef er ee 

r ecommended t hat  t hese di sbur sement s shoul d be made as a 

condi t i on of  At t or ney Rei t z ' s r ei nst at ement ,  we f i nd i t  

appr opr i at e t o or der  t he payment s made as par t  of  t he sanct i on 

as wel l  as a condi t i on of  r ei nst at ement .   We al so agr ee wi t h t he 

r ef er ee t hat ,  upon hi s r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw 

At t or ney Rei t z ' s  t r ust  account  shoul d be subj ect  t o moni t or i ng 

by t he OLR f or  a per i od of  t wo year s.  

¶41 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he l i cense of  Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n i s suspended f or  a per i od of  t en 

mont hs ef f ect i ve May 3,  2013.    

¶42 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z shal l  

di st r i but e al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  account s t o t hei r  r i ght f ul  

owner s.   I f  t he r i ght f ul  owner s cannot  be l ocat ed,  Jef f r ey A.  

Rei t z shal l  t r ansf er  t hose f unds t o t he st at e t r easur er ' s of f i ce 

as uncl ai med or  uni dent i f i abl e pr oper t y.   Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z shal l  

pr ovi de document at i on t o t he OLR t hat  al l  f unds i n hi s t r ust  

account s have been so di st r i but ed.  

¶43 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n 60 days of  t he dat e 

of  t hi s or der ,  Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z shal l  pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng,  whi ch ar e 

$6, 943. 09.  
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¶44 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z shal l  

compl y wi t h t he pr ovi s i ons of  SCR 22. 26 concer ni ng t he dut i es of  

an at t or ney whose l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw has been suspended.  

¶45 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat ,  upon hi s r esumpt i on of  t he 

pr act i ce of  l aw,  Jef f r ey A.  Rei t z ' s t r ust  account  shal l  be 

subj ect  t o moni t or i ng by t he OLR f or  a per i od of  t wo year s.  

¶46 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  compl i ance wi t h al l  

condi t i ons of  t hi s or der  i s r equi r ed f or  r ei nst at ement .   See SCR 

22. 29( 4) ( c) .   
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